A reconsideration of the relationship between cerebral structural abnormalities and family history of schizophrenia.
In a study of 229 schizophrenic patients for whom reliable family history information was available, ventricular size and incidence of ventricular enlargement were found to be greater in male cases without a family history of schizophrenia. A significant sex by family history interaction on cerebral ventricular dimension was detected. The age-corrected morbid risk for schizophrenia was lower among first degree relatives of male probands with ventricular enlargement vs. those with normal ventricles, but similar in relatives of females with and without ventricular enlargement. On the other hand, no association was found between family history and degree of cortical atrophy. A meta-analysis of published studies on the issue revealed 20% larger ventricles in patients without any known genetic predisposition for schizophrenia.